Insightful and Informative

There can be few people in Hampton who were not familiar with Maurice
Bisson, the legendary, we should say, Maurice Bisson. Some of us knew him
as the First Selectman, as supervisor of the road crew, some knew him as
the mechanic whom we relied upon to repair our vehicles, as the excavator
who could problem solve what appeared as an impossible situation, and

fix it, and some knew him as the person who held our hand through a
traumatic experience, all the way till we were ready to let go. But we all
knew him as a person who exemplified what it means to be a good
neighbor. Maurice. Helped. Everyone. You didn’t have to know him.

He didn’t have to know you. If you were stuck on the side of the road,
needed someone to shovel your walkway, had a question concerning

your well or your engine, Maurice was there.

In 1993, Maurice was recognized as the Gazette’s Citizen of the Year.
When he was informed of the honor, his response was “What have
[ done?”

MAURICE BISSON 1942-2024
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DEVOTED TO HAMPTON—GENEROUS, KNOWN FOR ALWAYS EXTENDING A HELPING HAND

Afor by they bk hinel]...

His wife, Rose, provided a couple of examples. She remembered a
Christmas Eve he spent at a young family’s home when their heat wasn’t
working and they couldn’t find a repair man. “If anyone calls and needs
something,” she said, “Maurice is there.” He checked on elderly neighbors
daily, running errands, clearing their driveways. During power outages,
Maurice went from place to place with his generator. When he brought it
to someone’s home at night, he would frequently find a thermos of hot
coffee or soup. “That was plenty of thanks for me,” he said.

Maurice also volunteered his equipment and expertise to the community.
When the Town Hall moved to its present location from the small building
on the corner of Main Street and Old Route 6 West, Maurice volunteered
his time and his trucks to move everything, enlisting the assistance of others
and coordinating the entire operation. Former First Selectman Walt Stone
recalled a time when Maurice threw the town’s damaged snow plow into
his truck, drove all the way to Watertown, New York with it, and then
returned later the same day with the repaired plow. He also volunteered as
a spare driver for the snow plow to relieve the members of the road crew
when storms required hours of plowing. And he and his chain saw were

always available when trees or limbs
required clearing from roads after storms,
Stone relayed, noting, “He never charges”.
The town was not the only entity that
benefited from this generosity. More often
than not, Maurice wouldn’t charge folks for
his assistance.

In 2003, Maurice decided to donate all of
that time, wisdom, and knowledge to town
government. Because his decision came
after the period of endorsements, Maurice
ran in the November Municipal Election as
a write-in candidate. He stood outside the
75" perimeter and handed pencils with his
name on it to voters. They used them.

He defeated Democratic, Republican and
petitioning opponents ina 212 - 175 =117

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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THUMBS UP to the Fall Festival, and the farmers, artists, organizations and businesses
who provided such a wonderful sampling of our town — antique tools to identify,

jars of jams and jellies, the harvest of late summer and early fall crops, maple
products, arts and crafts, hamburgers and hot dogs, and an assortment of homemade
baked goods. And to those who braved the wind and drizzle to appreciate a

“taste” of Hampton.

THUMBS DOWN to the Board of Education for eliminating the “Audience for
Citizens” at a well-attended meeting, chastising public officials for requesting public
information, failing to have minutes reflect any discussion, and refusing to answer
simple questions posed at meetings. The recent board member survey identified
“community leadership” as its severest deficiency. Changing these practices

might be a good place to start in resolving the problem recognized even by

its own members.

FROM THE REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

The Registrars of Voters have completed the Preliminary Registry List to be used in
the November 5, 2024 Election and removed electors who have died, become
disfranchised, or confirmed in writing a move out of town with a cancellation form
or notification from the Department of Motor Vehicles. The names of electors
removed since the November, 2023 Election are posted at their office at Town Hall,
as well as the remedies for restoration to the list.

Absentee ballots become available at the Office of the Town Clerk beginning on
October 3 during regular Town Hall hours. Completed applications and ballots may
be mailed, or delivered, to the Town Clerk or placed in the secured deposit box at
the top of the ramp at Town Hall.

The Registrars of Voters will hold a registry session on October 18, from 9AM to 8PM
in their office at Town Hall for the purpose of registering voters who appear in person.
The deadline for mail-in applications is also October 18. Hand-delivered mail-in
registration applications must be received by the Registrars of Voters, or a voter
registration agency such as the Department of Motor Vehicles, on this date, and
mail-in registration applications must be post-marked by this date, in order for
applicants to be entitled to participate in the November 5, 2024 Presidential Election.

Early Voting and Same Day Registration will occur on October 21—28 and 30,
and November 1-3, between T0AM and 6PM, and on October 29 and 31 from
8AM to 8PM, in the Registrars’ Office at Town Hall. Electors may vote during this
period, and individuals may register and vote in person if they meet the eligibility
requirements of electors.

Dayna McDermott-Arriola and Sulema Perez-Pagan

The Gazette Calendar is back! Hampton
Farms, for you, your friends, your
family.... Please email or text to reserve
yours now: hamptongazette@yahoo.com
or 959.242.4442. All images are by
Hampton artists and photographers.
Order yours today!

CONTRIBUTORS: Sarah Boyd, Bob Burgoyne, Marie Cantino, Pat Coleman, Renee Cuprak, Adam Drouin,
Gustavo Falla, Michael Foley, Andrea Kaye, Kathi Newcombe, Beth Regan, Janice Trecker. PHOTOS:

page 1 Mark Brett; page 4, courtesy of the Pastor; page 5, courtesy of Michael Foley; page 8, Juan Arriola;
page 13, Wayne Erskine.



STATE SENATOR JEFF GORDON

Leadership

Common Sense

Working For You
To Get Things Done

* & % ok

Historic Income Tax Cuts and Tax Exemptions for Seniors’
Retirement Accounts/Pensions/IRAs

Stopped State Cuts to Public Education and
Increased Overall State Funding

Fighting Electric Bill Rate Hikes

Defending Individual and Parental Rights, and
Medical Freedoms for Us All

Protecting Labor & Delivery, Women’s Health Care,
And Hospital Services in Our Communities

Supporting Law Enforcement and Making Criminals
Accountable for the Crimes They Commit In Order to
Uphold Public Safety

Serving Our Veterans as a State Legislative Leader

NNERNASNANISANEN

VOTE FOR JEFF TO KEEP HIM WORKING FOR YOU AS YOUR STATE SENATOR

Paid for by Jeff Gordon For State Senate, Jeff Marcotte, Treasurer. Approved by Jeff Gordon




BISSON CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

— 77 vote to become one of our town’s Selectmen.
Maurice’s victory was not only a stunning
achievement for our little town. With neither an
endorsement nor his name on the ballot, his
election earned him recognition from the
Secretary of State, front page coverage in

The Willimantic Chronicle, and national acclaim

in The New York Times.

The next election cycle, Maurice ran for First
Selectman, securing and fulfilling the position of
the town’s Chief Official until his retirement in
2009. Under his leadership, Maurice continued
his goal of “bringing common sense back to our
town government”. Among other accomplish-
ments, he used his considerable skills to train

the road crew, repair the highway department’s
equipment, and serve as the spare snow plow
driver. His was always a pragmatic approach,
and of course, consumed more time than the
office compensates, and when, for example, he
discovered the amount the town was paying to
transport fallen trees and limbs to a waste facility,
he collected the timber, brought it home, turned
it into firewood, and delivered it to residents who
couldn’t cut it themselves. His devotion to the
town and to its people was evident throughout
his tenure.

In November of 2009, the town hosted a
retirement party for Maurice in appreciation of
his time as Selectman. “Good neighbors like
the Bissons,” one person stated, “are hard to
come by”.

In praising Maurice for his charitable contributions,
one neighbor said: “Maurice usually forgot to bill

the people who couldn’t afford his help, and when
pushed to send a bill it was always modest in size”.

Another added, “Hampton needed a man to
teach us by example. We were sent Maurice,

and we have been the better for it. Let’s challenge
ourselves to look around, find someone less
fortunate, help them out, and refuse payment.”

And one neighbor read a poem written by Gary
Snyder which epitomized Maurice. In spite of its
title “Removing the Plate of the Pump On the
Hydraulic System of the Back Hoe”, it's message
is simple and appropriate:

Through mud-fouled nuts, black grime
it opens, a gleam of spotless steel
machined-fit perfect

swirl of intake and output

relentless clarity

at the heart of work.

Though Maurice received recognition in local, state and national news,
words from his neighbors were the ones that meant the most to him.
Many of us remember Janet Robertson’s Memorial Day Address, in
which she invited everyone to shake her hand, “the hand of an old lady
who shook the hand of an old man who shook the hand of a lady who
shook the hand of a man who shook the hand of George Washington”.
But she began with another message. Her husband, Jim, had recently
passed away after a long battle with leukemia when she was involved in
an accident at the treacherous crossing of Routes 97 and 6. Maurice was
contacted, and he stayed with her through the ordeal at the scene, went
with her to the emergency room, and remained with her until she
returned safely home. Deviating from the standard script of a Memorial
Day Address, Janet explained, “l wanted you to know, this is the kind

of person you've elected as your First Selectman.”

Maurice’s legacy lives on whenever we respect the uniqueness of our
small community with the spirit of volunteerism, with kindnesses to our
neighbors, the generosity of our gifts, helping those less fortunate. In this
way, we honor Maurice’s memory.

Juan Arriola

NEW PASTOR SYNCHS WITH

CHURCH VISION

As the Congregational Church
completes the commemoration of
its 300th anniversary, a celebration
of its past, the congregation looks
forward to the future. The second
oldest church in continuous use in
Connecticut, this historic institution,
originally a meeting house, now the
United Church of Christ, understands
the treasure and the tradition it

has inherited, while embracing
today’s world.

“We, the congregants of the Hampton
Congregational Church, have come together to worship God since
1723,” their philosophy states. “Recognizing insensitivities and
prejudices that segments of our society experience, we want it known
that we extend welcome to all.”

This is their vision. And their minister, Paula Mehmel, is the perfect pas-
tor to support it.

While I've attended a number a services since Pastor Paula’s arrival here
a year ago, and have been mightily impressed with her sermons, this is
the first time we’ve actually met. She introduces herself with a picture on
her social media page of the snowy landscape in Antarctica where she’s
wearing a penguin costume beneath a banner that reads — Protect Trans
Lives — and tells me, “This is everything you need to know about me”.
I've been following her page ever since, and am equally impressed with
the words of wisdom she shares there with others.

Pastor Paula started her ministry in her native Minnesota, where she
served for three years, and then moved to North Dakota where she
served as a minister for 25 years. We share some of our experiences
with the Native Americans of that region, and my heart is warmed with
her respect and concern for these marginalized people, our nation’s first.
She came to Connecticut when her two sons were at Harvard; she knew



they would remain on the east coast. Here she served as a Lutheran
minister for five years in Hartford, retiring after 33 years in the ministry.

Retirement offers more time and freedom for one of her several loves:
travel. With her recent trip to Antarctica, she can make the claim that
she’s visited all seven continents, and perhaps is the only pastor who has
slept in a tent in all seven of them, including Antarctica, and has a
photograph to prove it. She is also probably the only pastor who wore

a penguin costume while there.

She also has more time for charitable works. She is part of the South Sudan
Leadership and Community Development, whose mission is to “nurture
and equip South Sudanese Refugees to build healthy and hopeful
communities through sustainable co-operatives, women’s empowerment
and peace building initiatives.”

“It's a passion of mine,” she says of her work with refugees from South
Sedan in refugee camps in Uganda.

Retirement also affords her more time to explore her art, to employ her
considerable talent, knowledge and personal experience to assist others
with their struggles. Having earned a degree in English and a doctorate in
preaching, Pastor Paula hosts a pod cast, “Relentless Grace”, for those
“who are seeking an authentic unbridled faith connection with Jesus that is
relevant in the 21st Century,” and is currently writing a book about the
death of her ex-husband. Seven years after their divorce, she held his hand
while he died of illnesses related to alcoholism. The book, she says, is
about how to divorce a disease, and not the person with it.

These would seem enormous undertakings for most, but Paula has

“the heart of a pastor” and missed serving a parish. The United Church
of Christ here in Hampton proved a “great fit” — a part time position, with
one Sunday a month to herself. Importantly, she loves Hampton, the
congregation and the community, admires the sense of history and pride
here, and appreciates this “welcoming place”.

“Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey of faith”,
their vision states, “know that you are welcome here.”

As an “open and affirming” Church, the congregation believes: “we are
called to love one another and ourselves as whole persons”; respects
“the worth and dignity of all persons”; celebrates and honors “human
relationships based on love, respect and responsibility toward one
another”; and promises “to support one another in our personal struggles
to understand and accept differences in one another.”

In other words, words written two thousand years ago:
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 7 —Mark 12: 31

Too often we forget, in our society of the last three hundred years,

the diversity amongst ourselves, young and old, native of Hampton and
newcomer, conservative, liberal, rich and poor. The centuries old church,
the centerpiece of our colonial village, its pride ribbons decorating the
fagade, blending old traditions with new world views, serves as a model
with its common goal: “a desire for community,” says Pastor Paula,

“and a spiritual focus in life.”
Dayna McDermott

TWENTY THIRD ANNUAL
HAMPTON CHURCH TRACKER

ORGAN CONCERT

The Hampton Congregational Church has
announced that Aaron Patterson will be this
year’s artist to play the church’s 1836
Dennison-Smith Tracker Organ. A native of
Philadelphia, Aaron was a student of renowned
concert organist Paul Jacobs and received his
master’s degree at the Julliard School of Music
in NYC where he was a proud recipient of a
Kovner Fellowship. Mr. Patterson won first place
both at the 2017 Albert Schweitzer Organ
Competition and the 2016 West Chester
University International Organ Competition.
He has been a recipient of the Pogorzelski-
Yankee Memorial Scholarship from the
American Guild of Organists and the Bart
Pitman Memorial Music Scholarship from the
Delaware Valley Music Club. His performance
venues include the Wannamaker Grand Court,
where he is an assistant organist; Boardwalk
Hall at Atlantic City and Philadelphia’s noted
performance hall, the Kimmel Center. He is
director of music at Cresheim Valley Church

in Philadelphia.

The concert will be held at the church on
Sunday October 20™ at 4PM. Refreshments will
follow in the church hall. There will be a free
will offering.



RANCOR & HOSTILITY DISTRACT
FROM BOARD FOCUS

An unusually well-attended meeting of the
Hampton Elementary School Board of Education
took place on September 19, 2024. This special
meeting was called for a “Discussion of Board
and Superintendent’s Goals” and “Discussion
concerning performance of a Board member.”

After a review of survey results of the Board,
members identified Vision, Community
Leadership and Ethics as their primary areas of
focus since these areas reflected the survey’s
three lowest scores. Specific objectives will be
developed over the course of many meetings.

The second agenda item concerned Board
member Juan Arriola. Prior to the meeting, Chair
Rose Bisson sent Arriola a statement citing issues
with his “involvement in personnel issues, yelling
at the Superintendent, Principal and Board
members, not supporting Board of Education
decisions; public statements made to the
newspaper; and not following the Bylaws of the
Board of Education.” Bisson claimed that
Arriola’s “involvement” in a personnel issue
concerning former custodian Armin Harris,

who resigned in July, was “not appropriate” and
“caused large problems,” while not specifying
what those problems were. Harris, a person of
color, has filed a complaint with the Commission
on Human Rights, the second complaint filed by
a school employee in as many years.

When granted an opportunity to speak, Arriola
defended himself. He acknowledged writing
letters to the editor on a variety of matters but
never as a spokesperson for the Board of Ed.

He asserted his right to vote his conscience,
stating that he has “voted against budgets

and stated my reasons ... but | have never
campaigned against a budget or any other matter
once it was approved by the Board.” He also
denied yelling at anyone and making public
statements to the press. Reportedly, the
Hampton Gazette article concerning Harris was
based solely upon documents provided by
Harris, the board's response to a request for
invoices for legal representation, and attendance
at the Freedom of Information Commission and
Board of Education meetings. The author of the
Willimantic Chronicle article confirmed the
same, stating that she did not speak with Arriola
concerning any of these matters.

It was only when Arriola started to discuss the Board’s breaches of policy
that Bisson interrupted and tried to prevent him from speaking, claiming it
was a “personnel” issue, although Harris is no longer employed at the
school. But Arriola pressed on and asserted that the Board breached the
section of the Bylaw on Board Ethics by allowing one member to serve for
over a year after moving out of town, and neglecting to object when an-
other member, at a meeting during the pandemic, wished finance board
members would “get sick”. He asserted that the Board “breached policy in
nearly all of our dealings with Mr. Harris”, stating that policy dictated an
immediate call to police when Harris was assaulted on school grounds;
that the Superintendent had twenty days to resolve his grievance (the in-
vestigation took 90 days at a cost of $18,000) that the Board needed to be
apprised of the grievance immediately instead of seven months later; and
that the Board furthered Harris’ grounds for discrimination by suggesting
that members rip up his resignation, refusing to read it because he hadn’t
delivered it himself, though a review of the last five years of minutes re-
vealed that no one has delivered a resignation in person. Arriola went on
to say that his “involvement” in a personnel matter was not one of interfer-
ence or representation, but “to listen, support and lend a shoulder.” He
also stated that the Human Rights Commission recommended that he at-
tend a meeting between Harris and two administrators due to what tran-
spired at an earlier meeting.

Board member Dennis Timberman called Arriola’s defense of himself
“uncalled for and unethical” and “a waste of time” that “belittled the
Board”. Bisson claimed “people will report that their work atmosphere is
hostile” and that Arriola’s conduct is “hurting our school culture...
hurting our ability to keep and attract staff members.” Nine employees
have resigned in the last year, though none cited Arriola as the reason.

Timberman then suggested that Arriola should be “dismissed from the
Board.” He was corrected by Arriola and others that an elected official
can only be removed if they are convicted felons or have moved out of
town, according to State Statute. Timberman also accused Arriola of a
“conflict of interest” but didn’t explain Arriola’s financial gain in the
situation. (Bylaw 9270 refers only to direct monetary interest in contracts
with the school and a Board member’s family). Timberman also
suggested censure, and repeatedly pressed Arriola on whether he

would abide by it, but never explained what the censure would be

for or what abiding by it would mean.

Echoing Timberman's claim that “teachers don't feel safe”, Superintendent
Andrew Skarzynski described the school climate as one of “tension”.

He expressed concern that the school could lose teachers, stating

multiple times that “the climate is indicative in the number of staff
present,” referring to the attendance of many staff members. “They

are feeling the tension and hostility...that’s why you have such a large
turnout”, he said. “The collateral damage is reflected by the number of
staff here. They are frustrated by what they see and what they hear.”

Arriola addressed the teachers, thanking them for their service. A teacher
for 38 years, Arriola said he understood the challenges they face daily
and spoke of his positive relationship with the staff, of the cultural lessons
he had presented in several of their classrooms, how he had provided
resources for them, raised hundreds of dollars for the Nature’s Classroom
trip, and prepared ethnic meals for them throughout the year.

Although Board member David Halbach said he wanted to hear for
himself from the teachers, Bisson would not allow it as “Audience for

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Staff” was curiously not on the agenda; other meetings offer two
opportunities for public input. Though silenced during the meeting, teachers
were observed approaching Arriola’s wife immediately after the meeting
adjourned in a manner which could only be described as a show of support.

It is uncertain what the board’s next steps are, but, hopefully, the goals being

developed will address these issues.
Kathi Newcombe

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL RESIGNS FROM
HAMPTON ELEMENTARY

Hampton Elementary School Principal Patrice Merendina resigned from her
position at the September 25 meeting of the Board of Education. Ms.
Merendina has served as the school’s principal since July of 2024.

Many of those present at the meeting expressed their appreciation for Ms.
Merendina and their remorse in her decision. “I have been offered and ac-
cepted a position with Norwich Public Schools,” Merendina wrote in a letter
to parents. “In order to reach my professional goals, it is necessary for me to
accept the position of Coordinator of State Initiatives to work on supervision,
evaluation, family engagement, extended learning programs, assessment, and
equity. This administrative position will also allow me to work in the area of
supporting teacher recruitment through alternative routes to certification,
teacher duration, and mentorship.”

During her brief tenure, Merendina worked to improve test scores,
reorganize staffing, and streamline procedures. Notably, she was a visible
presence in classrooms and at community functions, and encouraged
involvement of students and their families in the community.

The Gazette joins the community in thanking Ms. Merendina for her service
and wishing her well in her future career.

COVER TO COVER: VOLUNTEERISM
THRIVES AT FLETCHER MEMORIAL

Laureen Gosselin is a self-avowed “doer,” so when retirement and the pan-
demic coincided, she looked to volunteering to fill her time. Retiring from a
“stressful” career, Laureen had two requirements for herself. She wanted
something fun and free from stress. The opportunity arose when the library
was closed to the public during the pandemic. Laureen was able to contrib-
ute during “lockdown” by doing whatever was needed. Shelving books and
general cleaning kept her busy and helped our community at Fletcher as
well. It was a win-win. Fueled by Laureen’s passion for reading and a love for
the library and gardening, she provided assistance to our staff and many pa-
trons.

Since the pandemic, Laureen’s favorite part of volunteering has been her in-
teractions with patrons- especially when asked for book suggestions! She es-
pecially enjoys helping with the children at the library with their reading and
story time. Laureen feels like she is continuing with a circle of giving and hon-
oring the fond memories of coming to the library as a child with her mother.

When another need arose at Fletcher--maintenance of the gardens--Laureen
stepped right in. After some initial help from her husband and a friend with
trimming and mulching, Laureen is now tending all the plants on a weekly
basis. The garden is her “happy place” and she enjoys her time there.

In addition, Laureen finished the arduous task of identifying all the plants,
shrubs and trees so as to provide their proper care. She has completed the
diagraming of all of the gardens for library records and taken photos of all of

them in order to identify them and create
labels for them. These records will allow oth-
ers to care for and/or replace plants in the
future. Laureen is proud to care for the gar-
dens and hopes all enjoy them, especially our
Certified Butterfly Garden.

Encouraging reading, creativity, and curiosity
have always been important to Laureen.
These are reflected in the painted pavers of
book covers created by Laureen's grandnieces
that appear throughout the gardens. Her fa-
vorite is “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus”
by Mo Willims because the children love see-
ing that and then take out the book! The
charming pavers are just one indication of the
helpful hand and caring touch that personifies
Laureen Gosselin

Beth Regan

FLECTCHER LIBRARY SEEKS
NEW LIBRARIAN

With regret, we announce that Sarah Boyd,
our librarian, is resigning as of October 10.
Therefore, we are seeking a new part-time (20
hours per week) librarian to take on daily
operations at the Fletcher Memorial Li-

brary. The librarian also recruits, trains, and

supervises library volunteers and cleaning

staff. This position currently pays between $20
and $25 an hour, depending on education,
experience, and years of service. It also in-
cludes 40 hours of paid time off (PTO) per
year to cover personal days, vacation, be-
reavement leave, and/or sick leave. The posi-
tion does not include medical, pension, or
other benefits.

We are looking for candidates with the follow-

ing experience and skills:

e A Bachelor’s degree in a relevant field,
preferably arts and sciences, or equivalent
experience

e At least three years experience working in
an office, library, school, or similar public
setting. (Summer and school experience
counts!)

e Experience with activity planning, fund-
raising, and public relations are desirable,
as is experience supervising volunteers
and/or paid staff.

If you are interested in applying for this

position, please send your resume and

cover letter to:

Fletcher Memorial Library Search Committee

P.O. Box 6, Hampton, CT 06247



An article in the Hartford Courant written by
Pearl Scarpino titled “Hampton’s First Pounds
Kept Roamers, No Dogs”, reported on a dog
pound built, appropriately, on Old Town Pound
Road at the home of Maurice Edwards, the dog
warden. The article, however, mostly detailed
the long ago need for pounds in agricultural
towns such as ours for wandering cattle and other
farm animals, notably “horses, asses, mules,
sheep, geese, or
swine”.

The Town Pound
was on the corner of
Old Town Pound
Road, named for its
public use, and
Parsonage Road. It
was constructed of
wood in 1743 and
operated by the
Sessions family, who
lived on what was
then “Sessions
Road”, which was
changed after the
new minister,
Ludovicus Weld,
purchased the Sessions farm in 1795 for a
parsonage.

In 1790, a town meeting voted to use stones to
rebuild the wooden pound with “walls four feet
thick at the bottom, two feet thick at the top, six
feet high. Said wall to be bound across three feet
from the ground with a tier of flat stones and also
bound on the top with a tier of flat stones...with
stikes of hewed timber 10 inches locked together
on the top of said wall...with a good and suffi-
cient gate four feet wide. Above said pound to be
30 feet square within said wall. Said stick of tim-
ber to be of chestnut...”

It was also voted to situate the pound where the
“old one now stands”. Amos Utley was hired to
build the structure for a rate of five pounds and
16 shillings, and in 1798, the stone pound was
completed, thirty by thirty feet and ten feet tall.

In 1821, the town voted to pay the pound keeper
six cents for every time he locked, or unlocked,
the pound. If the pound keeper received a larger
fee than that, he would need to pay it to the
Town treasury.

In 1833, the town adopted a bylaw to include
specific penalties for impounded animals. The
pound keeper was not to release an animal
until receiving 18 cents for the animal, except
sheep and geese, which were still six cents. Stiff
penalties were also enacted if the animals were
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allowed to roam on the Sabbath, when a 50 cent fee was established for
violations.

In a sign of the financial times, the law was revised in 1852, to allow
anyone who did not “stand in the
list” for over $15 to have one cow
run loose on the public highway
without a charge. The fee for other
animals was raised to 25 cents, and
the fee for sheep and geese was
reduced to four cents.

After there was no longer the need
to impound farm animals, the
Burchnalls, who lived in what was
once the parsonage, kept their pigs
in the old pound. In 1918, it was
dismantled, and the flat stones were
used in the construction of a railroad
bridge over Estabrooks Road for the
portion of what is now the Airline
Trail that runs parallel to Eleventh
Section Road.

It's probable that there was another pound on the south end of town, and
former First Selectman Walt Stone claimed that there was one along South
Bigelow Road; and there’s a substantial stone wall on the east side of
South Bigelow north of Brooklyn Turnpike. The stone structure on the
corner of South Bigelow and Cemetery roads was not a pound, but rather
an enclosure for shoeing oxen to support these farm animals unable to
stand on three legs.

It would be interesting to see if anyone can locate this second pound. Af-
ter the foliage falls and the woods become clearer, look for a stone struc-
ture, with tall walls, approximately 30" x 30’. Let us know what you find!

Dayna McDermott
Bob Burgoyne contributed to this article.

EMEMBERIN\G Hampton Hill: Part IX

I suppose Allie’s wedding was the climax of those childhood years on the
farm. But many other happy times come to mind, each of which might
become a story in itself. My sand pile under the big maple in the south
yard where | used to set up a bake shop each morning with my bits of
broken china for dishes. The dear, misty people who came to buy and my
conversation with them. They never complained if my cakes broke in two
but admired the garlands of little flowers | had put around them. In the
north yard, there was a summer house with a shower of sweet-smelling
roses and moon flower vine. There | would have my little tea parties. Such
interesting people came, and even though the raspberry shrub was a bit
lukewarm, they seemed to enjoy it. Sometimes Mother would come to
tea, also for she was a great make-believer too, and we had such fun
when she came, to be able to bring back a bit of that world of fantasy of
your own making.



But those two happy years in Hampton were soon to end. Father found
that being a farmer was not his forte in life. Also, the sisters were needing
more advanced schooling than the cheerful, old one-room schoolhouses
had to offer. So in the fall of 1902, “Maplehurst” was closed for the win-
ter. The outside blinds were closed and secured, the water turned off, and
a feeling of emptiness engulfed the house. | can still see the late sunlight
filtering through the shutters of the west windows that last evening before
we were to leave. I'm sure there was a sadness in my heart, but like any
nine year old child, | felt that a new adventure was about to happen, and
I also knew that | would come back to the dear home the next summer.

Miriam Church Peabody

This is the final installment of the series which enhanced our understanding of life
in the village at the turn of the century .We thank Gustavo Falla, current owner of
“Maplehurst”, for sharing this wonderful memoir he discovered in his house

WALKING WEEKEND

October 11 Brown Hill Marsh Loop 1T0AM — NOON Join Naturalist Adam
Drouin for a leisurely, three-mile hike through the Goodwin Forest on one
of his favorite trails. Sponsored by the Friends of Coodwin Forest.

October 12 Tales of Hampton Station 3 — 4:45PM Starting at the
intersection of Eleventh Section and Estabrook roads, stroll back into time
with the railroad lore of Hampton Station along the airline trail on a walk
which will also feature beautiful views. Sponsored by Connecticut

Eastern Railroad Museum. This event repeats on October 19 at 9AM and
November 2 at 3PM.

October 13 A Naturalist Writing in the Last Green Valley 1 — 3PM

Learn about the Last Green Valley’s Pulitzer Prize winning naturalist,
Edwin Way Teale, at Trail Wood. The walk includes a tour of Teale’s
office, left as was in 1980, and his writing cabin. This event is in conjunc-
tion with the Big Read Program at ECSU, which includes walks, book
discussions, exhibits and creative writing workshops.

October 29 Black Spruce Pond Loop 3 — 4PM Join naturalist Adam
Drouin for a short, two-mile hike around the Black Spruce Pond. The loop
will follow closely to, and provide a view of, the pond where there may be
signs of beaver. Sponsored by the Friends of Coodwin Forest.

GOODWIN CONSERVATION CENTER

October 12 Autumn Tree 1.D. T0AM -- NOON Join Master Naturalist
Lynn Kochiss as she teaches participants how to decipher the identifica-
tion clues trees give us in the autumn. Families are welcome; limited to 15
participants. Email deep.goodwin@ct.gov to register, or if you have any
questions.

JOSHUA'’S TRUST

October 13 Gurleyville Gristmill Tours T — 5PM A unique opportunity to
observe rural 19" century technology. Visitors can see the equipment as it
was operated until the middle of the 20™ century.

October 5 Ramble in the Woods -- Thoreau-Style 10 — 11:30AM

Join naturalist Deb Field for a one mile ramble through the Harvey
Preserve on Federal Road in Chaplin, reminiscent of Brister’s Hill, one of
Thoreau’s regular rambles.

October 5 Cider Pressing at Atwood Farm 2 - 4PM Join us for a
traditional cider pressing and take a tour of the farm’s heirloom orchard
and historic buildings, including the large barn, blacksmith’s shop,
weaver’s cottage, and other outbuildings.

October 20 Walk and Read with Joshua's Trust 1 — 2:30PM

Bring the kids for a 1-1.5 mile activity walk in the Bradley-Buchanan
Woods on Warrenville Road, Mansfield, followed by a reading. Be sure to
visit https://joshuastrust.org/events/ for details, updates and cancellations.

CONNECTICUT AUDUBON

Programs at Pomfret

218 Day Road, Pomfret

Tuesdays Morning Bird Walks 8AM
Wednesdays through November 13 Toddlers,
Trails, and Tales 10 — 11:30AM

October 10 The Fledgling: Documentary Film
Screening 6:30PM

October 18 Plainfield Fish Hatchery

Bird Walk 8AM

October 19 Screech Owl Night Hike 7PM
October 20 Bats: Winged Wonders 2PM
October 26 Saw-whet Owl Banding
Demonstrations 7PM

At Trail Wood

93 Kenyon Road, Hampton,

Fridays Trail Wood Walking Club 1PM

Just say hello in the parking area and join us for a
leisurely walk at Trail Wood.

October 2 Trail Wood Troubadours 6 — 9PM
Play and sing songs written from 1959-1963, the
years the Teale’s lived at Trail Wood. A PDF of
chords and lyrics will be provided; simple chords
are projected on screen so all levels can follow
along!

October 12 Naturalist Writing in

the Last Green Valley 3PM Join a community

of readers and nature lovers to explore the
relationship between humanity and nature as
part of a year-long program inspired by the
transformative journey across New England in
Andrew Krivak’s The Bear.

October 13 Song Writing Workshop

with Sally Rogers 1 — 2:30PM Folk singer,
songwriter, educator, and former State of CT
Troubadour, Sally Rogers helps students discover
their own creativity and musical genius through
songwriting. Fun for the whole family!

October 25 Trail Wood Guided Bird Walk 8AM
Enjoy a guided walk at Trail Wood with Andy
Rzeznikiewicz in search of various bird species.
Bring binoculars and wear drab colors.

To register for programs or for more information,
call 860.928.4948, visit ctaudubon.org, or email
arzeznikiewicz@ctaudubon.org.


mailto:deep.goodwin@ct.gov
https://joshuastrust.org/events/
mailto:arzeznikiewicz@ctaudubon.org?subject=Registration%2520Request%2520for%2520Bird%2520Walk

RECIPE OF THE MONTH:
Pumpkin Bread

Pumpkins speak of autumn more than any
other of the season’s fruits, for their decorative
quality, their Halloween faces, and their flavor.
Start celebrating fall with this recipe.

3 Vs cups all-purpose four
3 cups white sugar

2 tsp. baking soda

1 V2 tsp. salt

1 tsp. nutmeg

1 tsp. cinnamon

2 cups pumpkin, canned, or boiled or roasted
and mashed

1 cup vegetable oil

2/3 cups water

4 large eggs

/2 cup walnuts

Stir flour, sugar, baking soda, salt, nutmeg

and cinnamon together in large bowl until

well blended. Add pumpkin, oil, water and
eggs; beat with an electric mixer until well
combined. Fold in walnuts. Divide batter
evenly among three 7X3 inch loaf pans that
have been greased and dusted with flour.

Bake in oven, preheated to 350 degrees, for
about one hour, or until a toothpick inserted in
the center of each loaf comes out clean.

Let cool completely before slicing.
Terri Warner

Mulled Refreshments

Autumn is that time when a good hot drink
warms not just the body, but the spirit. Mulled
cider or wine are both a lovely accompaniment
with a slice of pumpkin bread, spiced cookies,
or a nice brie with crackers sitting by the fire
and watching the sun go down.

Cider

1 half gallon apple cider

3 cinnamon sticks

Whole cloves

Pinch of nutmeg or cardamom
Slice of fresh ginger

Combine spices in cheesecloth or coffee filter,
tie, and add to cider in a saucepan, bring to
light boil, and let simmer (20 minutes) ‘til your
kitchen smells unbearably delicious. Remove
spices from pan, pour and enjoy!

Wine

Combine cinnamon sticks, cloves, ginger,
loosely, with T whole cut up orange, 1 apple,
and your favorite bottle of (inexpensive) red or
rosé wine (we like Love Goat) and a heaping
spoon of sugar, maple syrup, or honey. Heat

same as cider, strain, pour, and enjoy!
Mary Oliver

HALLOWEEN WITCH RETURNS TO ENCHANT

Prepare to be enchanted as the Halloween fortune-telling witch makes her
grand return to Hampton on Thursday, October 31 from 5-7PM! Children
will be mesmerized as she distributes her mystical pennies and reveals intri-
guing predictions about their futures. The Recreation Commission will be
hosting this magical event at the Pavilion next to Town Hall on Main Street.
Don't miss the chance to visit the Witch and receive a goodie bag filled with
treats and prizes. Join us for a night of fun and excitement!

HAMPTON POLLS

Every year, the Gazette, as the town newspaper, feels obligated to take a
poll at the Fall Festival, and so we ask an annual local, state and national
question, avoiding the topic of the “polls” we are inundated with this time of
year — political ones. Here are the results of this year’s.

Hampton Poll: Do you think Hampton needs senior housing?

Of the 30 people participating, seven, or 23%, answered “no”, while 23, or
77% answered “yes”, though one person who supports senior housing stipu-
lated, “but don’t develop open space indiscriminately”.

State Poll: What is your favorite fall fair in Connecticut?

Four people voted for our own Hampton Harvest Fair, one person voted for
Guilford, another for Durham, six people voted for the Woodstock Fair, two
for the Big E, and the favorite - the Brooklyn Fair, with ten votes. The Brook-
lyn Fair, which also holds the distinction of the oldest agricultural fair in the
country, can add this to their list of superlatives.

National Poll: Good news regarding the November Presidential Election, in
which 16 people said they were more likely to vote, no one said they were
less likely to vote, 22 people chose “I always vote” as their option, and no
one selected “I never vote”. If only the entire nation was this patriotic!

COMMUNITY POEM

Every year the Gazette provides an opportunity at the Fall Festival for a com-
munity poem. No matter how hard we try to avoid politics, we suppose this
year the topic was inescapable.

I Hope...

the weather warms up!
It stops raining.
It keeps raining — we need rain!

We get lots of volunteers to help me maintain Hampton trails.
Everyone is doing all right!
This year ends good and 2025 is better!

People calm down...and Harris & Walz prevail!
Donald |. Trump Wins — if the Lord allows!
Kamala Harris wins, Lord willing!!

Society rises up... and votes for Kamala.

For an end to prejudice
And ignorance
And hunger.



CELEBRATING 100 YEARS: 1924-2024

NEW BOOKS

Lots of good adult fiction this month, featuring favorites like Jeffrey Deaver, Kate
Atkinson, Anne Cleeves and William Kreuger, plus new literary fiction from Elif
Shafak and Elizabeth Strout. Non-fiction offers a fine array, too, including books
about a Cilded Age crime lord, or | should say, lady; earlier America, music as
medicine and a history of Native American tribes.

ADULT FICTION
Jessica Anthony
Fiona Barton

Kate Atkinson
Jean-Luc Bannalec
Taffy Brodesser-Akner
Ann Cleeves
Allyson Condie

J. Deaver& |. Maldonado
Dianne Freeman
Rebecca Godfrey
William Krueger
Ellery Lloyd
Gabrielle Meyer
Liz Moore

Alan Murrin
Douglas J. Preston
Sarah Pekkanen
Jodi Picoult

Elif Shafak

Karin Slaughter
Elizabeth Strout
Brad Thor
NON-FICTION
Amir Alexander

Lena S. Andrews

Kathleen Duval

Corinne Fowler

Margalit Fox
Pete Hegseth
Daniel J. Levitin

Gail Godwin
Eugene L.Rogan

Christian Wolmar

The Most

Talking to Strangers

Death at the Sign of the Rook
Death of a Master Chef

Long Island Compromise

The Dark Wives

The Unwedding

Fatal Intrusion

An Art Lover's Guide to Paris & Murder
Peggy

Spirit Crossing

The Final Act of Juliette Willoughby
For a Lifetime

The God of the Woods

The Coast Road

Angel of Vengeance

House of Glass

By Any Other Name

There are Rivers in the Sky
This is Why We Lied

Tell Me Everything

Shadow of Doubt

Liberty's Grid: A Founding Father,

a Mathematical Dreamland &

the Shaping of America

Valiant Women:

The Extraordinary American Service Women
Native Nations: A Millennium In
North America

The Countryside: Ten Rural Walks
Through Britain & Its Hidden

History of Empire

The Talented Mrs. Mandelbaum...
Organized Crime Boss

The War on Warriors: Behind the
Betrayal of the Men Who Keep Us Safe
| Heard There Was a Secret Chord-
Music as Medicine

Getting to Know Death

The Damascus Events: 1860 Massacre
& Making of Modern Middle East
Liberation Line: How American
Engineering & Ingenuity Won WW2

MONTHLY EVENTS

October 9 Book Discussion Group 6PM

This month’s selection is The Thirteenth Tale by
Diane Setterfield. We have copies of the book
available to borrow at the library.

October 20 All Hallows” Eve Road to Benefit
Fletcher Memorial 4PM This 5K spooky race
around town is open to runners and walkers of
all abilities. For more information and to register,
visit https://www.o2eventproductions.com/
allhallowseve.html

October 31 Trick-or-Treat at Fletcher Memorial
6PM Make the library one of your stops on Main
Street where we'll be waiting on the porch to
greet you.

Wednesday Afternoon Knitting Group NOON
This informal fiber arts group meets most
Wednesdays; please call the library first to make
sure the group is meeting.

Thursday Mornings Mah Jongg 10AM -- NOON
Mabh Jongg is a popular tile game. A terrific brain
teaser, it’s addictive, it’s fun, and it’s social. All
skill levels are welcome.

Friday Mornings Mexican Train 9AM -- NOON
Join us for free classes on a modern version of
Dominoes. All skill levels are welcome

Friday Mornings Tai Chi at the Hampton Town
Hall 8:30AM Tai Chi takes place in the Pavilion
at the Town Hall Campus.

Top Shelf Gallery

The October show at Fletcher Memorial Library
features acrylic paintings by Susan Graseck and
charcoal and pastel drawings by Alice Kuzel.

Senior Delivery Service

The library is happy to provide a delivery service
for library items (books, audio CDs, and DVDs).
Please call or email the library with your
requests, or questions on all listed programs:
860.455.1086

or fletchermemoriallibrary@gmail.com



Unlike last month’s
young voter, I'm too old
for the political activism
of my youth, though |
find myself in a similar circumstance. I'm old,
I live alone, and when people say intolerable
things, I find myself balancing a need to “do
something” with a need to protect myself.
Should | — keep my mouth shut, or open it?

| don’t want to die, but | don’t want to die
with any more regrets than | already have!

Any advice is appreciated,
Hippie in Spirit

My Dear Neighbor:

Several years ago, Auntie Mac met up with an
elderly acquaintance who had just spent her
90th birthday at a March on Washington.

She shook her head and said, “I marched for

this fifty years ago; I didn't think I'd have to do

it again. But | did.” The look she gave me was
one of disbelief and regret, but also of
unwavering purpose.

It was clear she viewed her participation as
not just an expression of her personal views
but as a moral obligation that went far
beyond her, and indeed into future
generations. | daresay she had more chance
of being trampled to death by thousands of
her banner-wielding compatriots than you
have of being harmed by voicing your
objection to intolerable speech. Are you
fearful that, living alone, you may be subject
to physical attack should you speak out? Do
these assumed threats come from within our
town, or do you imagine some offended
zealot in Western Somewhere finding out
where you live and paying you a visit?
Based on the picture you paint, Auntie Mac
wonders what polarizing and razor-sharp
retort you have hidden up your sleeve that
you dare not unleash on the unsuspecting
public, for fear of damage to your person.
Could you not, then, for your own peace of
mind, consent to a happy medium--
somewhere between hiding under the sofa
and raining hellfire down on those with
whom you differ? Perhaps, if this is to be an
in-person exchange, you might start with

something like, “Excuse me, but | find that the

way you're speaking about X is completely
unwarranted and nothing more than

name-calling. Please don't do so in front of me.” If you are considering
letters to the editor or other written expression, on the other hand, a
measured, diplomatic and fact-filled response is in no way capitulating to
name-callers and conspiracy-peddlers. It is simply ignoring what is
unimportant--or, at least positing the unimportance or uselessness of the
“intolerable” remark and then moving on to a discussion of ideology,
policies, track records, etc. It is not up to you to respond one-against-
one to someone's boorish posturing. That makes no sense and wastes
everyone's time. You simply mention that baseless claims and willful
ignorance have no place in civil conversations, and proceed to outline
which points you wish to make.

Auntie Mac does so hope you do have points to make, dear, and are not
merely appalled at the current state of discourse in our country and want
to say “Now, cut that out!” without experiencing a round of buckshot
through the curtains.

As | have said before, and as you know, in your heart of hearts, whatever
your views are, you are not alone. Respect your convictions. As my elderly
acquaintance (or the philosopher Hillel) might say, “If not you, who?

If not now, when?”

OVERGROWN!

Your Auntie Mac
When we first begin
gardening, our borders are

so tidy, so orderly. Tall

perennials in the center, / f

cotton-candy branches of /7/ & with Dayna McDermott
filipendula in spring, stalks of summer’s balloon flowers, autumn’s New
England asters in deep purple and raspberry pink, surrounded with sunny
clumps of coreopsis and later, the striking black-eyed Susan, stitched

in with a carpeting rim of pastel creeping phlox early in the season,
interspersed with cranberry saucers of sedum for the fall. And dirt, or the
mulch we use to try to suppress the weeds, is very visible, and entails
quite a lot of weeding.

Our intent, of course, is for those empty spaces to fill in, for those flowers
to spread, seed themselves. We hear gardeners complain of overcrowding
and the need to give away plants, and we look forward to that time, a
time when our gardens will ripple from one end of the border and the
season to the next with a steady stream of flowers. All at once this seems
to happen. We notice that the leaves emerging in spring have grown to
touch one another, the unfurling foliage of hosta, of columbine and lady’s
mantle ruffles, plump mounds of catmint and candy tuft, tendrils of
geranium, all stitching the garden’s edge together; and then the summer,
when the bountiful flowers of daisies and lilies and bee balm have
nothing between them except air. Perfection.

And then, another season, or a few, and we're faced with a different
condition — varieties which have grown rampant, trampling certain
specimens, or in extreme cases obliterating them with their omnipres-
ence, strength, exuberance, shall we call it — bullying? And we're left
wondering -- why didn’t we see this coming? What happened to the
primrose? The echinacea? The chrysanthemum? After several years of
gardening, | have plenty of examples. In some places, I've promised to
keep the rampant plants in perennial check. In other gardens, I've needed
to eradicate the culprit completely. And in one case, I've been forced to
give in to a plant’s aggressiveness.

There is only one artemesia that | find invasive — the variegated variety.
It has its seasonal charm, yellow foliage striped chartreuse and lime to



compliment lavender creeping phlox and daffodils. Shortly after this stellar
performance, it reverts to green and spreads everywhere, so | mercilessly
remove it, leaving a clump to return the following spring. This method of
removal also applies to the ferns which have planted themselves beneath the
butterfly bush. Because nothing else will grow there, | allow them to remain
underneath the umbrella of silver-leaved limbs; however, their rapid
encroachment on everything else forces me to continuously eradicate them
throughout the season in this garden. Rampancy usually depends on the spot.
Where the gooseneck loosestrife grows in the shade, it behaves itself, but it
becomes obnoxious if it extends beyond that boundary and into the sun
where it needs to be removed early, or late, in the season as | haven’t the
heart to destroy it when it’s in bloom. Pervasiveness also depends on
companions. | love the way that phlox swaps seeds, so that the original
magenta, rose and white varieties now come in multiple shades of pink, and
are perfect where they cavort with the equally rambunctious obedient plant,
but not where they threaten the sedums and the daisies. The one plant I've
given into is the variegated bamboo. Its vow to remain non-invasive lasted
for over ten years, and then in one season it spread over the entire garden,
leaving me time only to salvage the other flowers that were there. It's really
a lovely plant, with blades of gold and chartreuse which look attractive
throughout the winter, so it has its own large garden now, circling the trunks
of a willow, a hazel, and a golden dogwood, the only plants to survive

its muscle.

There are some perennials that self-sow profusely which | can’t have

enough of -- mullein pink with its spurts of magenta, the balloon flowers that
thoroughly transform the summer garden with their globes of indigo, mauve
and shell pink, the lady’s mantle that extends its soft gray-green foliage and
ephemeral chartreuse froth along the garden’s margins. Siberian iris, which

I allow its own space because its seed swapping tendencies produce a myriad
of different colored blossoms. There are some perennials whose rampancy

is simple to control, like the creeping veronica, tiny china blue blossoms
hovering over the garden in spring like a heavenly vapor, which | remove
immediately after flowering. And the perennial geranium which controls
itself, its tendrils hosting blossoms of pale to deep pink or purple or blue
winding politely around existing plants without intruding upon them.

Certain herbs are notoriously
invasive, and so the herb garden
is not always simple to maintain.
The tender herbs, such as basil,
sage, sweet marjoram, culinary
thyme, dill, simply can’t compete
with the aggressive varieties of
chives, oregano, creeping thymes, mint, lemon balm. Designing an herb
garden that separates the rambunctious herbs from the frailer ones is the best
way to cultivate all of them, none of which I would do without.

Illustration, Mary Azarian

Conversely, invasive wildflowers are infrequent. Two exceptions are
turtlehead, named for the shape of its pink or white blossom cresting stiff
stems, and native aster, billowy bouquets in white, pale pink, lavender, and
myriad blues. While | value these for their contributions to pollinators and the
early fall garden, the turtlehead forming a wall in a few gardens, the asters
creating clouds of the most heavenly hues, | must temper their encroachment
on other flowers, weeding them in the spring when they emerge. Tall stalks of
milkweed and the mauve tufts of the self-sowing Joe-Pye weed, shimmering
sheaves of golden rod, bushels of black-eyed Susans and sunny daisies,
cinquefoil, with its gentlest of yellows flowers, and veils of Queen Anne’s lace
— these contribute so much to the garden in summer. And when they’re
spent at the end of the season and have dispersed ample seeds, removing

them is only an annual task.

Truth is I pretty much leave plants alone and
let them have their way, dealing with the
wayward ones when | must, rolling up my
sleeves in early spring, mid-summer, or late
fall to unceremoniously pull the offenders and
discard them in the woods in order to preserve
the coreopsis, the “silver mound”, the catmint,
and restrain the loosestrifes, the bee balm, the
phlox. Co-existence of diversity can be difficult
to achieve. We learn this in politics and in the
garden. But it's possible.

Butterfly
A dew like drop on an early green leaf
Your beginning hardly noticed

Nothing convincing about your existence
No hint of what you will become

If wishes come true where would you be?
Flightless and furry you wiggle around
growing beyond just a thought

A naturally blessed and admired present

Looking at you now striped and wormed
Cloistering yourself from sharpened harm
Miraculously finishing the finale and
changing into a costume of divine design

Wings now attached to your innovative tease
The world outside your door offers

winds to aid and guide your perilous journeys
Places exceeding the limits of your imagination

Perhaps you are among the finest

You have emerged with impossible splendor

Find a place to rest on welcoming balances
friends await your delicate silent grace

Wayne Erskine



—LEGAL NOTICE—

TOWN OF HAMPTON - NOTICE OF STATE ELECTION November
5, 2024, State Election The Electors of the Town of Hampton are here-
by warned to meet at their respective polling places in said town on
Tuesday, November 5, 2024, for the following purposes: |. To cast
their votes for Presidential and Vice-Presidential electors, United
States Senator, Representative in Congress, State Senator, State
Representative, Registrar of Voters, and Judge of Probate. Il. To vote
on the following question for the approval or disapproval of a proposed
Amendment to the Constitution of Connecticut, a vote of “Yes” being a
vote for approval, and a vote of “No” being a vote for disapproval: 1.
Shall the Constitution of the State be amended to permit the General
Assembly to allow each voter to vote by absentee ballot? The full text
of such proposed question with explanatory text, printed in accordance
with Sec. §2-30a of the General Statutes, is available at the Town
Clerk's Office for public distribution. The vote on the proposed ques-
tion is taken pursuant to the Constitution of Connecticut. Notice is
hereby given that the location of the polling place is Town Hall, 164
Main Street, Hampton, CT. Voting tabulators will be used. The polls
will be opened at six o’clock in the morning (6:00 a.m.) and will remain
open until eight o’clock in the evening (8:00 p.m.). During the 14-day
early voting period before said election, the hours of early voting will
be as indicated below. Same-Day Registration (SDR) will be available
during early voting and on Election Day. Early Voting Day: Hours Oc-
tober 21 — 28 & 30, 2024 - 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. October 29 & 31, 2024 -
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. November 1 - 3, 2024 - 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Dated at Hampton, CT, this 30th day of September 2024.
Kaye H. Johnson Town Clerk Town of Hampton

PUEBLO DE HAMPTON - AVISO DE ELECCION ESTATAL 5 de
noviembre de 2024, Elecciones Estatales Se advierte a los Electores
del Pueblo de Hampton que se retinan en sus respectivos lugares de
votacion en dicho pueblo el martes 5 de noviembre de 2024, con los
siguientes propdsitos: I. Emitir sus votos para los Electores Presiden-
ciales y Vicepresidenciales, Senador de los Estados Unidos, Repre-
sentante en el Congreso, Senador Estatal, Representante Estatal,
Registrador de Votantes y Juez de Sucesiones. II. Votar sobre la
siguiente pregunta para la aprobacion o desaprobacién de una pro-
puesta de Enmienda a la Constitucion de Connecticut, un voto de “Si”
es un voto de aprobacién, y un voto de “No”; es un voto de desapro-
bacién: 1. ; Se debe enmendar la Constitucion del Estado para permit-
ir que la Asamblea General permita que cada votante vote en ausen-
cia? El texto completo de dicha pregunta propuesta con texto explica-
tivo, impreso de acuerdo con la Sec. §2-30a de los Estatutos Gener-
ales, esta disponible en la Oficina del Secretario Municipal para su
distribucion publica. La votacién sobre la pregunta propuesta se lleva
a cabo de conformidad con la Constitucion de Connecticut. Por la
presente se notifica que la ubicacion de los lugares de votacion el dia
de las elecciones e | Ayuntamiento, 164 Main Street, Hampton, CT.
Se utilizarén tabuladores de votacién. Las urnas se abriran a las seis
de la mafiana (6:00 a.m.) y permaneceran abiertas hasta las ocho de
la noche (8:00 p.m.). Durante el periodo de votacién anticipada de 14
dias antes de dicha eleccion, el horario y el lugar de la votacion antici-
pada seran los que se indican a continuacion. La Registracion del
mismo dia sera disponsible durante el perido de votacion anticipada y
en el dia de la eleccién. Dia de Votacién Anticipada: Horario 21-28 y
30 de octubre de 2024: 10 a.m. a 6 p.m. 29 y 31 de octubre de 2024:
8a.m.a8p.m. Del 1al 3 de noviembre de 2024: de 10 a.m. a 6 p.m.

Fechado en Hampton, Connecticut, el 30 de septiembre de 2024.
Kaye H. Johnson Secretaria Municipal Pueblo de Hampton

DONAHUE GENERAL

CONTRACTORS
RESIDENTIAL ¢« COMMERICIAL
ProviDING QuALITY AT A COMPETITIVE PRICE
SINCE 1954

Excavation Specialist + Underground Utilities
Grading ¢ Land Clearing + Demolition
Driveways ¢ Drainage + Site Work
New Septic Systems & Repairs

Licensed and Insured

P: 860.423.0618 / F: 860.455.9670

office@donahuegc.com
93 Windham Road

NIKKO OIL, LLc

High Quality Heating Oil & Dyed Kerosene

ORDER ONLINE
NIKKOOIL.COM

860.822.1188
860.564.9746

Accepting... 3 @_

ACCESS & TVCCA i' |
$5 OFF*

.
e A& PURCHASE CHF
VISA @ 25 GALLOMNS |

OR MORE!
Low COD Prices

Senior & Large Quantity
Discounts
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HOD #1089 Canterbury, CT L ‘
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Your place for taste in the Neighborhood—
We deliver to Hampton!!

HTY Open daily from 11AM{o 11PM
Yatco Place (formerly Zlotnick's)

187 Willimantic Road, Chaplin

Lucy Hand Bite into sandwich bliss and fry one of our
specialties from our sandwich & grinder menu!

Offering Mowing and

Handyman services LUNCHSPECIAL:
Serving Eastern CT Any 2slices &
16 oz. diink for $6.00
|D . Lz;yHTca r:adsgaom -33.P1
nevreds T (860.337.4992)
781-660-0998
or order ONLINE

lhmowinghandyman@gmail.com

www.pizzamikes.com
Find us on FB and Insta

. DAVE GARCEAU
LIVING YOUR BEST LIFE EXCAVATING, LLC

Robin Thompson, RN FREE ESTIMATES - FULLY INSURED
Integrative Health Coach . Vide.o Pipe Ins.pection . Se.ptic Systems
Y Liness Toacher * Septic Inspection * Oil Tank Removal
WELLNESS * Driveways ‘ * Drainage
Seasonal Workshops & Events * Trenching « Site Work
www.eastandwestoftheriver.com S60-455-0432
860.942.9046 d.bgarceau@yahoo.com
Chaplin, CT Lic. 005261/564902

SIFME.i'2  WEDDINGS - BRIDAL SHOWERS - BABY
SHOWERS - REUNIONS - ANNIVERSARIES -
STOII(%HURST HOLIDAY PARTIES AND MORE...

CALL OR EMAIL US TODAY
860.377.L816 or stonehursthv.com

i

119 Providence Tpke, Hampton CT « www.stonehursthamptonvalley.com
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Hampton, CT 06247
1 BB0-455-9654
\ brightacresfarmet(@gmail.com

Open 7 Days a Week
Maple Syrup

- '
/ Maple Products » Eggs
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ANNUAL HERITAGE DAY
Organic Roots Farm at Popover Hill

Saturday, October 19, 9AM—5PM

Celebrate the Autumn Season with ‘Us!
W\ ae VL (e 1.

Local Crafters & Demonstrations Free Refreshments, Samples & Giveaways

Cocoa & Cookies

Artisan Cheeses

Gourmet Popcorn & Door Prizes

Pick your own flowers (weather permitting)
Fresh Homemade Doughnuts,

Apple & Pumpkin Pies for Sale

Potter

Antique Tool Demonstrations
Wood Carving

Tool & Knife Sharpening

Antique Waffle Iron Demonstrations

* X ¥ ¥ X
L R S R

The Fisher Family 147 East Old Route 6, Hampton
Check our new website! organicrootsfarmct.com 717.372.9188

Oil Fuel, Propane Cooking Fuel
& Heating System Services

Keeping our communijty
warm since 1930 ‘

p " ’TEB s 860.423.1684

Ol Service, Ine.




